HOTELS

\ Barnsley House

THE CHIC NEW COUNTRY HOUSE
HOTEL WITH A PEDIGREE
GARDEN HERITAGE

MHOUT CHANGING THE NATURE OF THE
famous traditional English cottage pardens, the new

owners of Bamsley House, Tim Haigh and Rupert
Pendered, have created a comfortable hideaway for the guests to
escape the city to enjoy a weekend of urban renewal in the country.
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Taking on the national heritage of the gardens. designed and
tended by Rosemary Verey from the 19505 until she died in 2001,
the interior design brief was to bring the feel of the garden into
the interior décor, which was achieved with a refreshing palene
of greens and lilacs to accent a neutral base and natural textures
The complex Liax lighting system, designed by Rebecca Weir of
Light I, is programmed to reflect the changing light of day and
evening. Bob Lloyd Davies, whose interior design company 15
based in Manchester, sourced furniture and soft furnishings, and
they called in a good friend, the interior decorator Rupert
Charles-Jones, to mix acrylic paint colours for his signature
finish of uneven plaster with an egg-yolk sheen. Ancient
flagstones, wide oak floorboards, stone window seats, and rough
hewn beams are exposed in the part of the house dating back to
1698, and the reception desk is an old sione fount, “We wanted
to give it a contemporary feel without Ibsing the original

features”, Rupert explains,

bridgeddesign.oom




The morning room, opening onto chequer-mown croquet lawns,
comfortably bridges antigue and modern. Curvy armchairs and
sofas covered in soft sage green bouclée fabric waft the garden
inside, the bookshelves are stocked with a library of antiguarian
leather-bound volumes, a gift from Tim's parents. The
contemporary dining room, with putty-colour painied panelling
and pistachio-green suede dining chairs, opens out onto lawns and
a miniature maze. Since it opened last summer, Bamsley House
has been rated one of best hotels in the world by Conde Nast
Traveller and Tatler magazine, and has become a hideaway for the
famous, who can relax in the privacy the garden suite with its own
conservatory and pretty courtyard.
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Liz Hurley, the model/film producer, reportedly block-booked a
suite at Bamsley House to escape building work on her home

nearby (perhaps she was scouting for interior design ideas). Tim
and Rupert evidently had a less frustrating time with their builders,
completing the refurbishment in an incredibly efficient five
months, without an architect, and managing 1o include plenty of
unique touches. A stunning Deco Venetian glass light fitting was a
lucky find in Alfie’s antiques market in north London,
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Resting on the laurels of its histor wrdens — with its romantic
laburnum walk, a wi ¢ well fountain, stone statues, and a
temple by a carp pond, Bamsley House has retained its tranguil
air as a luxurious retreat without succumbing to a swimming pool
or spa. But each bathroom is an indulgence — simply bring your
own masseur. Tim and Rupert designed the bathrooms
themselves, with breathuak baths, concealed pipework, and
chrome standpipe taps supplied by Edwins in Notting Hill. All
have two basins for gargling side by side and one has twin
bathtubs, The garden suite's bathroom is polished marble with an
sew-shaped *Spoon’ bath by Agape, made of limestone-feel quartz
resin composite as smooth as an eggshell. Another suite has a
black slate mosaic wetroom with open power shower and a round

Jacuzzi spa bath, while the lofty sttic suite has a contemporary

rolltop bath and Cheddar cheese shaped handbasins — a winy

allusion 1o ‘rustic” charm. Bottles of juniper and lemongrass bath
gel, and chunks of organic handmade soap invite you to dive in to

o long luxurnating







