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By opening up the spaces in her city
cottage, Joanna Smith has created

the pared-down, contemporary
home she had always yearned for
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hen the last of their
children moved out of
the family home two
years ago, Joanna
Smith and her husband, Harry,

time was ripe to downsize their London

property. The family had lived in a

e in Richmond for 15

ren’s departure had

created lots of redundant space.

vears, but the ci

“We've always spent holidays in
., explains Joanna. "50 we
decided that we should "upscale’ there,

Cornwa

and then move into a smaller place in

London.” Southwest London was an area

at Joanna part
about finding a small, more centrally
ocated house with lots of character.

rly liked, so she set

SEEING POTENTIAL
Although the couple were hoping to buy

mall house, they didn't see anything

n artisan's cottage and Joanna

we with it, "It was a complete

recalls, “but | could see it

h

had potential. It was so pretty, i
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and | knew we could make
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fireplaces, together with any comicing
ar coving, had been ripped out. Although
Joanna was keen to restore the original
doors, once she stripped off the paint
and saw what poor condition they were
in the idea was quickly abandoned. Cn
the builder's advice, she replaced them
with a mix of new doors and modern
sliding doars to maximise space

CONFIGURING THE SPACES

Joanna worked with architects Smith &
Brooke to open up the rooms and rework
the layout to suit their needs. Her main
abjectives were to create a third bed-
room and bathroom on the top floor
and a dining area on the ground floor
which would be large enough to seat
12, The living room was opened up by
removing the doors to the hall, and the
chimneybreast was moved to the centre
of the space where Joanna added a cosy
waod-burning stove. The tiny kitchen
and outside loo were knocked down and
in their place a larger kitchen with
space for a table and chairs was built.

A CLASSIC SCHEME

A decorator by trade, Joanna admits she
is not one for the latest fashion or fad
“# house should lock timeless,” she
says firmly. Her desire for simplicity is
reflected in both her choice of colour
scheme and furniture. “We have a
Grade-11 listed farmhouse in Cornwall,
full of mahogany antiques, so | wanted
the cottage to be a real contrast’
Keeping the selection of paint colours
to & minimum to create a continuous
decorative scheme, Joanna chose a light
palette of whites and off-whites, main-
taining interest by varying the strength
of colour according to the reoms.

Set against the neutral backdrop,
Joanna has brought her home to life
by introducing rich colours and fabrics
to the upholstery and soft furnishings.
She has also added her own guirky
flourishes to the cottage, such as the
opulent Fornessett bureau, which takes
pride of place in the living room.

“There are no rules,” Joanna says.
“l think a home should always be
comfortable and practical, but entirely
individual. That's my philosophy” »
Joanna Smith, Point West Design,

07789 931814

Simon Smith & Michael Brooke Architects,
020 7627 7630,

Turn to page 110 for mare decorating ideas
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THIS PICTURE Joanna's daughter's room, used
by her when she visits, has a desk by Bespoke
Shaksr, 020 7486 8525, shakerca. uk. and har
favourite rug, Swirl by Paul Smith at The Rug
Compary, 020 7229 5148, rugrompany.couk
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