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Njoy your garden

after sundown.
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Nurinate the silvery trunks and
o Hiaht up inta the branches.
e right-hand fence, three

La spots uplight the gnarlsd
nches of a wisteria (o provide a
kdrop fior an outdoor dining 2rea.
v the glass sliding doors on
 hack wall of the houss, Weir kas
sl v discreet spots, These

ow ambient light out zbove the
|t break the darkness imme-
tely outside the living room.
Troughont the gardemn, low-

tzae hzlogen bulbs were used to
ror Ui effect of the indoor light-
, with one excepiion — the strip
EDlights an the front of the

k stap.

he planting schems devalopad
cdualiy: inttkally, Laurle hase

nted deep purple Tulip ‘Cuesn of
hit”, the exntic-lonking Angslica
15 and some olive trees, but Rowe
suaded her of the pleaswre of
ing some saason:sl changes,

| groundcover), both of which o

The colour palette was extendad 1o
Include lime green (Eupfarhiz
cipracios subsp, wieffenid, Heliebarus

| ergutifolius, Hydrangaa arborescens

Bnnabelle and Alchemillo melliz)
and crezmy white {8edum spectakila
Teeberg’, the fragrant climber
Trachelozpermun jasminnides

and Grifum sdometum for

EE
the darker shiades of the shrubiy
avergreen Fittosporum robirg and
the black Ty turf, Dphiopopen
planisogpus ‘Migrescens'.

Lighting a garden professionally
can be expensive — Lauria's came
Ter £6,0006, 3 sixth of the telal cost of
the redesign — but there ara ways of
keaping prices down, such as using
poveder-coated Atiings instead of
stainless stegl, and using kits whera
piossihle. For Laurde, it was all
monay well spent. “The garden
wis & mess hefore, Mosw it ke
a beautitul painting,™

OP TIPS FOR LIGHTING

1 Less is more. ‘Leave pariaf the
garden dark and limlL the nember of
elements you light. Too manmy focal
points canfuse the eye * savs lighting
designar Rebecca Weir.

2 Lessis mare 15 also Ene messace in
terms af minimizing the impzct on the
environment. You don't have to Light
the whala garden: chooss one or two
featuras. Use low-=nergy lbamatives
vihere appropriata, sechas LEDs for
steps. A time clack will ensure Lhat
liahts are not Laft on owarnioht.

3 To maximiza the dapth af the
garden, focus gn area of lighting on

a featura &t the farthest boundary.

4 Backlighting plant= and abjacts,
such as containers, with strong shapes
creates silhovettes and adds drama.

5 Touplight a tree, fix spots o bath
sides of the trunk, so vow can ses the
whele tree from every angle,

6 When lighting evargraens, topiary ar

any danse plant, position the light at
a distance to provide a vaash of light
rather than & concentrated beam,
winkch willl craate a hat spat,

7 Halpgen bulbs provide qood colour
rendlilian of plants and a vaarrm, bright
light. LED lights produce & colder,
whiter light, but vde less energy.

8 Even if you'rs just putting up fairy
lights far a party, you'll need to inslall
an axterpal weatharproof power point
{unless your lighting cables can safely
regch an indoor socket) and for this
I1's best o hire 3 qualified elecisician.
9 For =afety, always uss 2 residual
current device (RCO), THis auka-
matically cuts the power supply if any
leads or Hght fitkings get damaged,

10 Low-valtzge lights vss 2
transformer to reduce the 220-walt
mzins to a safar 13 valks.

Contacts Rebedca Wairn, Liaht 10
{0Z0-5749 1900, lightig.cam);
Charlotte Rowe Garden Desian
(020-7602 0660, charloti=rowe.com).

The Guardian Weekend | March 22 2008 115



