New York gloss

When work demanded moving their young family
to London, a couple chose this central, Thirties
flat rather than a leafy suburb, and recreated a
glamorous, appropriately art-deco-style interior

It’s difficult enough to create a London home that’s
exmnviably chic i you™e [ved in the capital all yoor ifie.
If you arrive with two toddlers and only the skbmpaest
knowledze of how things work, 16 could be: overwlichn-
mr. Ay Somerville, however, i cleardy mud someone
who = easily overwhelmed
Anry, 2 hrecey American, moved o Londan three
years agn, when her English hushand was armacted
home by a tempting job offer. The son of doctors, be
hesd grrovwwns up n a flac near Harley Street and, thougds
Army soon realised char, for many families with
children, 1ifie i Oee pactrapolis is lived ot in houses st
i outhving, leafy areas, she saw oo reason w sacrifice
the convenienoe of central Tondon oe a suburban
syl “Tapent 12 vears in Mesy Work, so Teouled®t lelie:
hoay difficaln it swas 10 find a2 @ hens! she sos, T
wanted o five within walking dsiaenee of Solo!
Finding a farnaly fat in Fashicarable Marvlebone - e
area they particulary liked, aed cloze o Amy’s bushand's
orignal home — & even owre dilficelt tan linding a
cah, and it was oo years belore te Sonervilles disooy-
ered a five-bedroom penthouse near Celoed Circus
The far was buailt in the T hirtes, but interos dessgoosd
with no expense spared —in the Sovenities.” says Aoy
The ceilings had been lywensd by aboul 75 contimemes
and all the floors were covenzd with sleag-pile carpet.
Wheat really mastered wees that it had the micest light”
Army’s professional backproond Teel abways been
visual. A degree inart history was follosved Tework in

Inthea otflce {above), business partners

Ay Sormenville and Stuart Scott sht
betaw & painting by Isabelis dela
Towche, Ammy spotted the writing fable
In the drawing rocm (apposita) as it
was being unloaded aff a larry in Bern;
It dates from ¢, 1905, and is attributed
be Austrian architect Josef Hafimann,
The chair s 'S423, by Ernect Race

Mew York palkery; 1 period making documentanes, and
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Thonagh interior destzm had never featured on thes ec

e O she had oo dafBiculby decicdmeg how she wamte

Ang fo be reimaented. Thesign i design,” she states, “and

each properoy has its ovm feeling This flat couldn’s hoe

heen rustc or French. II_'||:|=| TG serse o meke i e
Lreally bove that mix of mascuhne and femumane,
The Somerville svrie overlooks the Roval Instirate

archireciares, and .-";rml.' found her near netghbour 2
usctul source of mspiration. Here, in the bhrary she
discovered original phowgraphs of her flar and the
RIBA's drsnuati: sloaw: slainssse, monumental bronee

doors and ornamented glass set the mood of angelar

Iy thae noww pervades the Somenalle bor

Twao momntles ol plataing —with the belp of ineror
dsnpner Lasa Weeks iths of
reconsuuelion, but the fun pan was the fornishing,

prcceded cight m

wind Ay bad Licde wouble geming up o speed on the
antiques shops of Kensiogton Chureh Sireet and
Morimg Hill, ‘T grenw up in Pennsybvania, where there
i5'a history of ferniture making, and T was taoght 1o
appreciabe fine Ariture when Twas very voung,” she
explais. ‘T abways collected i Tleve antigques — in's
sornething alwoul e patina.”

Thi= Thartaes book shiz had cwvisaged demamded Lac-
quer and hevelled gliss, stately marble and preciseh
finished voods, and one of Armne's earest challenges



was o fimed craftsmeny sklled enough 1o mees her exact-
ing standards. “The main bedroom is quite small and 1
kmewe 1l have to lietn bed and face the wardrobes,” she
says, | didnt want ugly hinges. The cupboards had 0
b beantefiel on the oansicde !

Amy eveninally come acrmss a toy picce of editarial
in & magazine, which led her v Stuart Beott, & fiorni-
ture designer and maker working o the clasic
tradinion, “That’s the man for me, she recalls Qinking,
Az indeed, it turns ont, he was, Swarl coeated the
bedroom’s claborate mamupetry cupboards — a retre
pone poem in shimmermg wabisot aisd satimwood - 6o
regal standards, and designed and made the sharp-
lmed Macassar-chony and sycamoe: bookshebes that
Eace an entire wall of the drawing room.

Amy and Stuart found themsebas a0 much in
sempattny — Amy has some grear ideas and we push oft
each other’ — that they decided to scr up inbusiness
wogether, and in November 2006 they launched
Somenalle Scot, a mede-to-oeder [arninire company
The look i a modern, masculme syl which bogrosws
classe elements,” says Stwoart. Thke to make fuemitre
in the way it's always been made — T want 1o bodd
things that will be around in 100 years

Prototypes of their work can now be foumnd thmugh-
out the . The main bedroom’s bedsice tshles —willy
furmiture puzsles with hidden drvwers —are a notable

CLOCKWISE FROM OPPOSITE Inthe
main bedrapm, tha franch-polished
dressing tabte was mada oy Stuard
Scotl, usirg walnut and satirmsgon.,
Tha bedracm walls are covarad In
silk frarn Gatham in Motting HI

The fitms in the main bathroomwere
imported from Mew York speciallst
Walerworhs, Finngan's Dedrocm,

been conceabed. ind A deoo-inpene e ol s
coliours. "We're sl working on e Sasmy et ——
Ay 'We're adding pating 1o the e st
having lots of partes”

“I'he rest of the flat has been rewosiend s sl =
the furninire, with an mtelfimene e mue e
dsign language of the crose e seef fie Sasiie
Chnstie mystery Instead of shey pole e T
fowy covereil i period-perfee wood sl maes T
Eitclica Isas 4 tervazo fheor —a hard wearme s
popubar in (e Thirties but ool sl St
Erumiily lifc: — while, elsewhene, peciasmed Frrme S
glearns in nearchesmon bands hemes paseeet s

The bedrsoms and the bathroosss luee sl Sess
glossed with “Thirtbes glanoor. Am's ol - 1
(7] and Finnean (4] — ger mecked o = baml St
reminiecent of raibway shoeper e, s S
prersonal magazine racks and adpestatls Sptemes Bl
Army’s en-suite hathroom has o Chees Asey S
lined in inericate meomeric mosaie spermaly S
oveer froen thie L

Thiz result is & whumph of polished orfas esies
cation — but of s very un-Englash sort “Pleosde s e
flat remmds them of Wew York " sns Aes Sl
can imagine them caloulating how thee s, sl
sacrifice fve Aoocs and a garden for one pesfine plias

af laterid luxury O
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