Lighten
up

Everyone wants to change the mood of their interiors with the flick of a
switch, but is lighting gadgetry as user friendly as it ought to be?
We take a look at systems that are simple yet sophisticated
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The brief was that the lighting solution had to be both functional but
flexible so as to respond to the requirements of each occupant. By using
Lutron’s Grafik series in the main living areas and Lutron’s Rania individual
zone wallbox dimmers in the bedrooms, purchasers are able to sub-divide
spaces into intimate areas to suit a wide variety of moods and uses. The
Grafik Eye QS is the latest version of the system and controls not only light
levels, but motorised blinds and curtains.




ighting controls, along with other home
automation systems, may have become more
popular over the past decade - and positively de
rigueur in many new developments - but they
still have their issues. In fact, they've even
developed a few along the way.

There’s no doubt that the basic modular
systems such as Lutron’s Grafik Eye or Mode’s
Scene Style have caught on because they are
intrinsically easy to understand and operate.
But moving up to the next stage is trickier. ‘The
biggest problem is the jump from the single
room control to the next stage where you look at
whether you're going to control the whole house
- how cost-effective it is and how you're going
to do it,’ says Rebecca Weir of lighting
consultant Light 1Q. ‘At the top end of the
market, most of the large manufacturers don’t
release the programme so that you can control
or programme your own lighting. That means
you're always calling someone back every time

you want to tweak it. That is definitely one of
the downsides to it.!

John Bullock of John Bullock Lighting Design
agrees. ‘My biggest beef with most of the top-
end systems is that they need a laptop and an
engineer attached toiit in order to alter the
programming. If the client finally decides that
the bedside light is just a tad too bright, that
means a hefty call-out charge and a lot of faff,
and all for a table lamp. Why bother?’

Greg Noble of Mode Lighting thinks that
this is being partly resolved as centralised
systems become Ethernet-based. ‘The
advantages of centralising means you have
everything all in one place and integration
between systems is easier,’ he says. ‘If they are
Ethernet-based it means they can be controlled
remotely so rather than waiting for an engineer
to retweak something, it can be done from the
company’s office or they can run a diagnostic.

Another benefit of having all the technical




